What Is a Network?
A network is a connected collection of devices and end systems, such as computers and servers that can communicate with each other.
Networks carry data in many types of environments, including homes, small businesses, and large enterprises.
Types of Networks
Different types of (private) networks are distinguished based on their size (in terms of the number of machines), their data transfer speed, and their reach.
There are usually said to be three categories of networks:
· LAN (local area network)
· MAN(metropolitan area network)
· WAN(wide area network)

LAN
LAN stands for Local Area Network. It's a group of computers which all belong to the same organization, and which are linked within a small geographic area using a network, and often the same technology (the most widespread being Ethernet).
A local area network is a network in its simplest form. Data transfer speeds over a local area network can reach up to 10 Mbps (such as for an Ethernet network) and 1 Gbps (as with FDDI or Gigabit Ethernet). A local area network can reach as many as 100, or even 1000, users.
By expanding the definition of a LAN to the services that it provides, two different operating modes can be defined:
· In a "peer-to-peer" network, in which communication is carried out from one computer to another, without a central computer, and where each computer has the same role.
· in a “client/server" environment, in which a central computer provides network services to users

MAN
MANs (Metropolitan Area Networks) connect multiple geographically nearby LANs to one another (over an area of up to a few dozen kilometers) at high speeds. Thus, a MAN lets two remote nodes communicate as if they were part of the same local area network.
A MAN is made from switches or routers connected to one another with high-speed links (usually fibrer optic cables).


WAN
A WAN (Wide Area Network or extended network) connects multiple LANs to one another over great geographic distances.
The speed available on a WAN varies depending on the cost of the connections (which increases with distance) and may be low.
WANs operate using routers, which can "choose" the most appropriate path for data to take to reach a network node.
The most well-known WAN is the Internet.
Internet 
 Network of millions of computers used to send information back and forth to one another. No one person or group decides what can and cannot be published on the internet. This means that virtually anyone can publish, and means that there are large numbers of sites that contain false and misleading information. It is important to check who takes credit for the site you are viewing.
IP address:

 A computer’s unique Internet address, which usually looks like this: 128.223.142.14. Most computers also have a “domain name” assigned to them, which represents cryptic IP addresses with easier-to-remember words.

Ping: (Packet Internet Gopher)

 A program designed to test the availability of a remote host.

Protocol:

 A precise definition or procedural rule of how computers interact with one another on a network. There are many different information protocols.
HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol), for transmitting text files in HTML; E-mail
(SMTP), for sending electronic mail messages; Usenet News (NNTP), for having
electronic group discussions; File Transfer Protocol (FTP), for transferring files
between computers; Telnet, for running programs on remote computers; WAIS, for
searching remote collections of indexed information; Gopher, for browsing remote
text information through a menu interface.





Domain: 

The part of an internet address naming convention that consists of a sequence of characters separated by dots. The original five domain abbreviations (last three characters in URL or address) are edu (Educational institutions), com (Commercial businesses), gov (U.S. government), mil (The U.S. military), org (Other organizations), and net (Network/Internet Service Providers).

TCP/IP: (Transmission Control Protocol/Internet Protocol)

 The two main protocols of the Internet. In order for a computer to connect to the Internet it requires TCP/IP communication software.

URL: (Uniform Resource Locator)

 The address for a specific file (page or site) on the web.


Browser: 

A software program with a graphical user interface, that is used to access the World Wide Web. Browsers include Internet Explorer, Firefox, Netscape, and Opera, to name a few.
Search Engine:

 Provides the ability for users to search the Web by typing in a search terms. Results can include pages, documents or images. Ex: Google, Yahoo, Wikipedia, windows live etc. 

World Wide Web: (WWW, or Web) 

The interactive portion of the Internet,an information protocol that is used to send and receive information. Information on the Web includes multimedia (movies, pictures, sounds, etc.), hypertext (links to other internet resources) or text (documents, files, etc.).

Links:

 Hypertext which, when clicked, connects you to another web page. The web page can be on the same site or a different site.





Homepage: 

The web page that opens up when you start your Browser, or the “opening” web page of a web site.

ASCII: (American Standard Code for Information Interchange) 

The acronym is pronounced "ask-ee." ASCII is an international standard in which numbers, letters, punctuation marks, symbols and control codes are assigned numbers from 0 to 27.
Easily transferred over networks, ASCII is a plain, unadorned text without style or font specifications.

Cyberspace: 

A term coined by William Gibson in his novel Necromancer to refer to a near-future computer network where users mentally travel through matrices of data.
The term is now used to describe the Internet and the other computer networks.

E-mail: (electronic mail)
 The process of sending messages via a computer network. Most e-mail software programs use IMAP (Internet Message Access Protocol) To send and receive email from and to an email server.

Attachment: 

A file sent "attached" to an e-mail message. The file may be a picture, text file, audio, video, or executable program. Multiple files may be "stuffed" or "zipped" in order to save space and protect the data from corruption. Attachments should be checked for viruses with virus detection software.

Download:

 The process of transferring files from another computer to another via a modem or local network.


FAQ: (Frequently Asked Questions) Files of answers to commonly asked questions.

Favorites or bookmarks: 

A listing in your browser that displays websites that have been saved for future visits.



Hypertext:

 Text on an HTML document that has been organized to provide links between other elements of the same document or other documents on the Web. Selecting a hypertext link (usually by clicking the mouse pointer on the text itself) will display the linked information.

WebPage

A webpage or web page is a document or resource of information that is suitable for the world wide web  and can be accessed through a web browser and displayed on a computer screen.

Website

A website (also spelled web site) is a collection of related web pages, images, videos or other digital assets that are addressed with a common domain name or IP address in an Internet Protocol-based network. A web site is hosted on at least one web server, accessible via a network such as the Internet or a private local area network.

Web server:

A web server is a computer programs that delivers (serves) content, such as this web page, using the Hypertext Transfer Protocol. The term web server can also refer to the computer or virtual machine running the program.




